Trypanosoma cruzi: distribution of fluorescently labeled tubulin and actin in epimastigotes.
Cytoskeletal components were visualized in epimastigote forms of Trypanosoma cruzi by double immunofluorescence microscopy using monospecific antibodies against tubulin and against actin. Intense staining of the flagellum and the edges of the cell body was observed when the cells were stained with anti-tubulin, reflecting the presence of the basal bodies, the flagellar axoneme and the subpellicular microtubules. A less intense staining was seen in the cell body of epimastigotes stained with anti-actin. However, an intense staining was observed with this antibody in the flagellum, in a pattern similar to that observed with anti-tubulin. It is suggested that the paraxial structure, which is formed by a complex array of 6-nm-thick microfilaments is composed, at least in part, of actin.